
Related Construction and Planning Projects 

 

 

               I-5 Willamette River Bridge: 

Built in 1961, the Interstate 5 Willamette River Bridge borders the cities of Eugene and 
Springfield and provides a critical link for moving freight and people on the I-5 corridor.  In 
2002, shear cracks were identified in the bridge structure resulting in weight limits that 
detoured heavy haul trucks to Central Oregon, 200 miles out of their way. ODOT opened a 
temporary bridge in 2004 as an interim solution to keep the route open for freight and other 
vehicles until a new bridge could be built.  

As part of the Oregon Transportation Investment Act III, funds were dedicated to replace the 
Willamette River Bridge. The project moved forward in November 2008 and completed in 
2013 

 

               Bike Viaduct: 

The Springfield Viaduct project was completed in 2014 and is located along the south 
bank of the Willamette River, beginning just west of the I-5 Bridge and extending to the 
Oldham property.  This bike/pedestrian viaduct provides a safe passage and establishes 
additional connectivity with the other shoreline and commercial pathways in the 
Glenwood area of Springfield. The total length of the bike/ped viaduct is approximately 
1,100 feet.  The surface structure is 12 feet wide using recycled I-5 bridge components 
for the platform.  
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               Glenwood Connector Path  

ODOT recently constructed 1,100 feet of dedicated bike/ped viaduct along the south 
bank of the Willamette River, in conjunction with the I-5/Willamette River Bridge 
replacement project as mentioned in Numbers 1 and 2 above.  Currently there is not 
a sidewalk from the viaduct to the intersection to the east (Glenwood Blvd./Franklin) 
on the north side of Franklin Blvd. The Glenwood Connector Path project is under 
construction and will build a wide sidewalk, lighting, and landscaping between the 
curb and sidewalk. Completing this bi-directional South Bank path facility to the 
intersection of Franklin Blvd. and Glenwood Blvd. will provide enhanced mobility and 
safety for users as well as make the connection to future riverfront pathway and on 
street system improvements.   

 

               Glenwood Refinement Plan 

The Glenwood Refinement plan was adopted in 2012, acknowledged in 2014 and 
amended in 2014.  Glenwood is an approximately one square mile area abutted by I-
5 on the west and south and the Willamette River on the east and north that lies 
between the City of Eugene and downtown Springfield. Glenwood has been under 
Springfield's jurisdiction since 1999. A general lack of urban services has restricted 
development, hindered redevelopment and constrained widespread improvement in 
the quality of life in Glenwood. 

The Glenwood Refinement Plan Update Project establishes the vision for the future of 
Glenwood and provides guidance on how land use, natural resources, public facilities 
and economic development opportunities should be developed, designed and 
enhanced over the 20-year plan period, based on a broad range of citizen input.  The 
goal of the Plan is to provide clear objectives, policies and implementation actions 
which will support and facilitate the redevelopment of Glenwood into an attractive 
place to live, work and visit.  This project was initiated by the Springfield City Council 

in 2008 to further one of the Council’s high priority goals:  Facilitate the redevelopment of Springfield; and is funded in part by the Urban Renewal 
Agency.   
 

                Bus Rapid Transit 

Lane Transit District works with planners in the region to identify the best 
transportation solutions in different areas. In 1996 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) emerged 
as the preferred transit strategy for key corridors because it significantly enhances 
transit service and achieves many of the benefits of light rail at a lower cost. As a 
result, the Eugene-Springfield community envisions a nearly 60-mile network of BRT 
(branded as EmX) service along key corridors by 2031. The conceptual routes for 
EmX service were identified and approved in the Regional Transportation 
Plan developed with the City of Eugene, the City of Springfield, and influenced by 
public input. The completion of the EmX system will provide faster, more reliable and 
efficient service to the region. Two routes that relate directly to this project are the 
following: 
 

Franklin EmX 
The community’s first EmX corridor, the Franklin line, was introduced in January 2007 to operate between downtown Eugene and downtown Springfield. 
In its first year of operation, the EmX service exceeded 20-year ridership projections and more than doubled the passenger boardings from the previous 
conventional bus service, demonstrating that more people use transit that provides attractive, fast, frequent, and reliable service. By 2009, EmX had 
carried its 4 millionth rider. 
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Gateway EmX 
The second EmX corridor began operating in January 2011, extending EmX service beyond the Franklin line. The Gateway line connects downtown 
Springfield with the new PeaceHealth medical complex and the Gateway area. The Franklin and Gateway segments operate as one EmX route. By 
March 2014, EmX has reached more than 15 million passenger boardings.  
 
                  Lane Livability Consortium 

 
As part of the Lane Livability Consortium work plan, the “catalytic project” task 
brought regional partners together to collaborate on a tangible project with shared 
goals and broad community benefits. A project team was assembled with staff 
representatives from the City of Eugene, the City of Springfield, Lane County, the 
University of Oregon, and the Lane Transit District. The team set out to define a 
regionally significant project related to the Regional Prosperity Economic 
Development Plan and to highlight important steps towards making the project a 
reality. The Franklin Boulevard corridor, which runs through multiple jurisdictions 
and generally follows the course of the Willamette River, was selected as the 
subject of this task in part due to the strong foundation of planning and 
investments which has already been laid. 
The focus area within the corridor generally includes the following districts, from 
west to east: 

1. Eugene Downtown Riverfront District and Federal Courthouse District 
2. The University of Oregon, Riverfront Research Park and the Walnut Station District 
3. Springfield’s Glenwood Riverfront District 
 
Additionally, the project included important connections from these districts south to future development areas along McVay Highway in Glenwood as 
well as Franklin Boulevard south to Lane Community College, Goshen, and the Buford Park recreation area. With this broad concept and geographic 
area in mind, the team focused on identifying common goals, strengthening cooperative roles in accomplishing those goals, and proposing next steps. 
From this effort, the “River Districts” concept emerged. 
                

               Franklin/McVay Sanitary Sewer Extension 

The Franklin/McVay Sanitary Sewer Extension is currently in construction. This Project expands the 
Glenwood wastewater system from the existing 30 inch trunk line in Franklin Boulevard south with 
approximately 4,000 feet of 18 inch pipe.  The project will also design upgrades to the Nugget Pump 
Station and a rerouting of flow down 19th Ave. to reduce power demands on the current pump station.  
This project was identified as a system need to provide capacity for future growth within the existing 
land use designations in the Glenwood areas. 
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                Glenwood Riverfront Project Management Plan 

The Glenwood Refinement Plan envisions a continuous linear park along the Glenwood 
Riverfront, from the Interstate-5 bridges to the southern tip of Springfield’s Urban Growth 
Boundary. In most places, its width will approximately coincide with the 75-foot wide Riparian 
Setback area. The multi-use path passing through the linear park will be a critical link in the 
regional path system connecting Eugene, Springfield, and, potentially, the Howard Buford 
Recreation Area and Mount Pisgah. The alignment of the linear park along the east-west 
Riverfront Street is intended to bring high visibility and public access to the park. 

Given the complex requirements and interdependencies associated with effectively delivering 
multiple public open space-related projects along the Willamette River in Glenwood (floodplain 
mapping updates, establishing Greenway Setback, water quality/storm water management 
projects, habitat and riparian protection/restoration/mitigation projects, developing linear park 
and multi-use path, etc.), the City of Springfield has hired a consultant to analyze the 
requirements and interdependencies of these projects and develop a project management plan 
that describes process recommendations for maximum efficiency and coordination. This plan is 
currently being developed.  

 

F            Franklin Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon 

This project installed a Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon in 2014  crossing Franklin 
Blvd. to improve the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists crossing Franklin 
Blvd. to and from the newly built bike/pedestrian viaduct. Pedestrian hybrid 
beacons provide pedestrians a safer crossing alternative than traditional 
crosswalks, especially in mid-block locations that are heavily travelled by 
pedestrians. Because the devices are only activated when a pedestrian is 
present, drivers experience minimal delays. 

 

 

 

                 Springfield Utility Board Electric Underground 

The Springfield Utility Board is currently designing a plan to underground the 
overhead electric facilities that are on Franklin Boulevard.  Construction for this 
project will begin in 2015.  Undergrounding the electric facilities will minimize 
the impact on the visual and natural environment, public health, noise 
pollution, and pedestrian paths of travel.  
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                 Downtown Lighting Project 

In 2015 the City installed the first phase of decorative pedestrian scale illumination along Main Street.  
The project includes multiple phases along Main Street, A Street and crossing streets from the 
Willamette River to 8th Street.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Downtown District Urban Design Plan and Implementation Strategy 

The Springfield Downtown District Urban Design 
Plan’s was completed in 2010 and the following 
objectives served as touchstones for the 
development and evaluation of the plan. 

Land Use: Provide for a community plaza or 
gathering space, identify opportunities for retail and 
entertainment uses, provide for safe and 
convenient parking, preserve and expand 
downtown employment, revitalize underutilized 
sites, and increase density and mix of uses. 
Circulation: Identify safe, direct connections to 
neighborhoods, promote pedestrian-friendly 
streets, improve access to the river, parks and 

open space, and reduce the impact of truck traffic downtown. Implementation: Encourage investment in public infrastructure, create standards and 
guidelines for development, and identify incentives for new and existing businesses. Other: Maintain and enhance historic character, create a family-
friendly downtown, improve downtown image, and increase safety. 
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                    Springfield Downtown Urban Design Plan-Parking Management 

The purpose of the parking study was to develop and implement a comprehensive, effective 
and workable parking management plan for Downtown Springfield.  The parking management 
plan will maximize the parking supply and strategically support the development of a vibrant, 
growing and attractive destination for shopping, working, living, recreating and entertainment  

13 



Related Development Projects 

 

        Academy of Art and Academics High School                                 Gateway High School 

                        

L’etoffe Fabrics                       Growler Underground                                      Emerald Art Center 
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Planktown Brewery 

 

Sprout                                  Haven 

 

Sprout - Is a regional community food hub that operates a state-of-the-art 
commercial kitchen for people wanting to start a food production business or 
restaurant. Through the Hatch Business Incubation program, they offer 
opportunities to qualified food business start-ups and existing food businesses 
that can benefit from access to a commercial kitchen, retail restaurant space, 
technical assistance and training, and business advising. 
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Mezza Luna Pizza               Royal Building       Washburne Cafe 

              

 

Springfield Museum     Wildish Theater            Springfield Justice Center 
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Springfield Jail 

 

Candlewood Suites 

 

Glenwood Riverfront Hotel and Conference Center 
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